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HOUSE & FAMILY
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE POLHEMUS HOUSE AND OUR NEIGHBORHOOD | NEWARKMUSEUMART.ORG/NEIGHBORH
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The Polhemus House was built in
the Italianate style, fashionable
between 1840 and 1870. It is
characterized by elaborate, bold,
projecting exterior ornament,
with an emphasis on repetitive
forms. Victorian-era homes

such as this were organized

Into public and private zones.
Public areas were typically the
most elaborately designed, while
the private spaces, accessible
only to the family and servants
were far less extravagant. These
Included bedrooms, bathrooms,
and kitchens. The Parlor or first-
floor level was intended to be the

most public space in the house.

PARLOR ROOM

PHOTO PARLOR LOOKING WEST TOWARDS DINING ROOM,
1948. (HALSEY DOUGLAS; COLLECTION OF THE NEWARK
MUSEUM OF ART)



